A few years ago Comber, of the Rothamsted AgriculturalExperiment Station in England, suggested the use of a four percent solution of potassium thiocyanate in 95 percent alcohol as a means of testing soils for acidity. This method has -been modified by substituting acetone and ether for the alcohol and has been more or less widely adopted for testing field soils, provided the soil is in a dry or almost dry state. The results on moist soils are more or less doubtful, consequently the use of such a solution by the field man is decidedly limited.
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The ease and quickness of the test, when using dry soil, and its close accordance with the Truog test have stimulated an investigation at this Station to discover if possible the factor which limits its application in the moist soil and some means of overcoming it.
A very simple test of the efficiency of the acetone-ether; solution of -potassium thiocyanate upon dilute aqueous solutions of ferric chloride quickly proved that the water of moist soils was not the limiting factor. The inference was then drawn that the limiting
